
16

Toyota Trails

era (or if it is worth it to you to find the leak, go buy a cheap one, 
around a 100 bucks these days).

I know that sometimes in t-cases with lower gears, lube is slung in 
a different way. I am wondering how the vent is set up inside the 
case now. Is this where you think the leak is located? In some vent 
designs, the vent is hooked in one direction (usually against any 
splash or spray). If the vent is missing or not designed for the fluid 
moving in this direction, it may leak (I would not think this is possible 
if the vent is run higher up than stock). So do you think you have a 
vent problem?

With lower gears being closer to the case, I would think the fluid is 
being slung with greater force inside the t-case, so with this force, it 
will sling higher in the case. 

Catch you later, Robbie

FJ60 Won’t Run

Dear Robbie,

I have had an ‘84 FJ60 for over 14 years. It had never ever let me 
down! However, I think I have let it down over the past few years. 

Here’s the problem. As of about two years ago, the 2F engine will 
turn over and ignite but it will not stay running. In order to keep it run-
ning, I have to open up the carburetor and pour in gasoline. It will 
run as long as I pour the gas in. My father and I have tried various 
simple fixes to try to resolve the problem. First we started simple by 
replacing the fuel filter. No improvement. No visible signs of leak-
age or corroded gas lines either. While we were at it, the air filter 
was replaced. Obviously no difference. The latest thing we did was 
replace the fuel pump (a local mechanic helped out in my absence). 
It seemed to run a little from what I gather, however, I returned a few 
months later and we have the same problem. As I mentioned earlier, 
if we pour gas into the carburetor, it will run. 

It seems like the problem is that it won’t get enough gas flow. The 
engine runs, the starter works and plugs are sparking as best as we 
can tell. Could the next step be something as simple as cleaning or 
replacing the carburetor? Unless the previous two owners replaced 
it, I’m positive that the carb is the original from the factory, as well 
as the majority of the other parts on the vehicle. At any rate, we’re 
perplexed. Any ideas?

In case it helps, here’s the history of the vehicle. The FJ60 currently 
resides in southern Colorado with my parents and I now live in 
upstate New York. I left it behind since with over 242,000 miles on 
it, I figured it didn’t need to be uprooted from its home in Colorado. 
Besides, my sister and father would take it skiing and camping. Each 
time I’d visit my family, we would take it on outings and even if it 
hadn’t been started for several months, we’d pop in a recharged bat-
tery, fuel it up and head for the San Juan’s. 

As I said before, the problem started about two years ago. I visited 
my family once again only to find out that my beloved Cruiser was 
being stored behind my cousin’s barn. Much to my dismay, mice had 
taken up residence. However, we popped in a battery, cranked it up 


